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PDO is listed as one of the main organizations that prepared a
joint NGO shadow report (2024-2025) on the situation of women
in the Kurdistan Region. This report covered various issues,
including, Political Participation of Women, Violence Against
Women, Education, Human Trafficking, Women at Workplace,
Women in Rehabilitation Centers, Women Healthcare, Women in
Minority Communities, My Name is My Mathor's Name camping
and Women Rights Defenders. In addition, UNAMI Support: The
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraqg (UNAMI) has provided
training to human rights organizations in the Kurdistan Region,
including those intending to prepare CEDAW shadow reports. This
suggests a coordinated effort among civil society organizations
to report on women's rights to the UN.

Focus Areas: The shadow reports and related discussions
highlight several critical areas concerning women'’s rights in
Kurdistan, such as discriminatory laws, gender-based violence,
the impact of conflict, and the need for legal and social reforms.

Collaboration: PDO is mentioned alongside other organizations
like (KCIL, Women's Media and Culture Organization, Dabin, DHRD,
Women’'s Union of Kurdistan Organization, Asude, DDN, STEP,
WOLA, Amazha, PAO, Wchan, Emma, Roza,Nwe Organization,
SEED, Khazad, Alliance of Iragi Minorities Network (AIM), Naz
organization in the context of these shadow reports, indicating
collaborative efforts within the civil society sector in Kurdistan.
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Based on this mechanism, each training lasts 15 days and 3 hours per
day. Participants are selected based on the level of psychological and phys-
ical damage they have suffered, the number of family members, their finan-
cial situation, and the extent of their marginalization.

Each group, after receiving vocational training, has 3 special awareness
sessions organized for them, so that they are intellectually more prepared
to face challenges and stand on their own feet.

6.4.5. Results of Training and Efforts:

A. Raising the level of women and youth participation in the fields of com-
munity life in Bazian. B. Confronting traditional beliefs built on social ine-
quality and opportunity.

C. Developing women and youth capabilities and building professional
skills and their knowledge level to play a role in society. D. Social cohesion
became stronger, and horizontal relationships between participants and
their people and community improved.
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6.4.2. Vocational Training:

Conducting special training in haircutting for boys, numbering 8 youth, for
a period of 15 days, as well as special training for girls in beauty work and
haircutting, numbering 12 girls, for a period of 15 days, with the aim of learn-
ing the basic principles of this profession and applying it in the future.

6.4.3. Awareness Sessions:

Within the framework of the project, 150 youth (girls and boys) partici-
pate in 3 seminars. This is to raise their awareness and enhance their capa-
bilities and skills so that they have a broader perspective, can stand on their
own feet, have active participation in the labor market, and obtain a neces-
sary source of personal income.

6.4.4. Working Mechanism:

For every 20 participants, one group was formed (12 women and 8 boys),
which is divided into several groups, so that they receive necessary training in
the field they choose, and through awareness sessions, their level of aware-
ness and culture is raised. This enables them to continue working through the
skills they learn and the culture they have acquired, build their own future, and
secure income and livelihood sources for themselves and their families.

=
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The first course was dedicated to haircutting and beauty work methods.
This course was for women and youth who had no experience in the field
and were at the beginning stage. This was to prepare them for participating
in other awareness courses, salon work, and sewing.

The target group is supported without charge after participating by
passing on their acquired knowledge. Also, women independently write
their own personal stories, experiences, problems, lessons learned, and
success stories. This data and these stories are used by PDO, Lafarge, and
other organizations to encourage other women and youth to take a simi-
lar path, along with helping those who face many challenges to return to
daily life.

In addition to these trainings, a number of sessions and seminars were
organized to increase youth and women’'s awareness about health, environ-
mental issues, social and cultural issues, and peace-building.

6.3. Project Objectives:
6.3.1. Strengthening and advancing the role of women and youth in de-
velopment processes.

6.3.2. Training women and youth in awareness and on how to be part of
community decisions.

6.3.3. How to benefit from development projects for the reconstruction
of women and strengthening of youth.

6.4. Project Activities:

6.4.1. Conducting Seminars and Workshops:

A. Throughout the implementation of the training for the boys’ group (8)
and girls’ group (12), several awareness and development seminars were
given to training participants.

B. Conducting 3 awareness workshops for the people of Bazian on the
topics of (environmental awareness, youth capacity development, youth
patriotism) in Bazian district.
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Sixth: Women and youth empowerment

6.1. Basic Information of the Project:
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This project was carried out to strengthen the economic capacity of wom-
en and youth and enhance their skills for adaptation and providing their own
income and livelihood sources in Sulaymaniyah city - Bazian community.
The project was supported by Lafarge Company and its implementation pe-
riod lasted from September 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024.

6.2. Summary of Project Content and Participants:

The direct target group of the project consists of women and youth
(boys and girls) who are residents of Bazian in the Sulaymaniyah area. 20
women and youth were selected based on their abilities, skills, and current
vulnerabilities. From the beginning, one group was identified to receive
one type of training, based on their own desire to learn more and develop
their capabilities.
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In the sessions, psychological issues of “depression” and ways to overcome
it were explained.

Special seminars were also held for women in the camp regarding Gen-
der-Based Violence (GBV). The topics included “gender inequality (com-
bating violence against women),” education (women'’s right to education),
health awareness, women'’s legal rights (inheritance, distribution of inher-
itance between women and men).

In the same framework, Psychosocial Support (PSS) workshops were or-
ganized about (psychological pressure, Spanish psychological pressure,
treatment methods, rescue stress, stress management).

5.2.3. Opening Training Courses

In the continuation of the training, we found that most of the participating
women needed more training on using sewing machines, drawing, and how
to design fabric for drawing, along with implementing beauty salon train-
ing to teach skills related to salon work, such as haircuts, coloring, makeup,
and beauty. Therefore, we organized some training sessions for beneficiary
women, which prepares them to practice their work and skills and provide
their own source of livelihood and economy.

From May 9-29, 2023, a sewing course was organized for women in Ash-
ti Camp, using the N2N organization center in Ashti Camp. After announc-
ing the course, we shortlisted 44 women for the sewing and beauty salon
course. The selection of participants was based on age, financial status,
and living conditions. These 44 women learned the details of the sewing
profession during the course, such as cutting, design, and sewing. During
the course, we organized 3 awareness sessions on issues of “depression,
anger control, social media use, and dealing with pressure.” Also, after allo-
cating the necessary budget, we organized 2 different training courses with
the participation of 44 other women.

In addition, on May 19, 2023, in Ashti Camp - Arbat, we held a workshop
with the participation of 18 women aged between 17-50 years, all from Sa-
lahuddin Governorate. The workshop was conducted in two phases based
on logistical conditions. There were five theoretical lectures in which partic-
ipants learned all the details related to measurement, details, and cutting.
In the second part of the workshop, five practical lessons were presented.
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and deserving women and families to participate in the project, for partici-
pation in sewing and beauty salon training for 44 women.

One of the most important impacts of this project was its effect on a
large number of displaced women in a very short time. For some, it was a
good start to learning new skills and work experience, as well as a way to go
out and share their skills to support each other.

Additionally, the project helped women become empowered and believe
in themselves to work outside and become economically independent for
themselves and their families.

Women in the framework of the project came to believe that it is their
right to have their own work and learn new skills, within the framework of
the project supporting displaced women, with TERRA TECH organization.
Moreover, women achieved a number of success stories and were able to
find their way to continuous growth. The total number of beneficiaries of the
project was 4,587 women.

5.2. Project Activities
The activities of this project are divided into three types:

5.2.1. Home Visits

In this activity, to introduce the project (goals, activities, project quality), in-
form about participation, and explain the benefits of project activities for wom-
en and men residing in the camp, house-to-house visits were made in the camp.
Within this framework, the objective of outreach, the relationship between ben-
eficiaries and project activities were discussed, and everyone was encouraged
to participate and express social support for the success of the project.

This activity was carried out during the project and before the start of any
work in order to improve implementation areas. In addition to home visits,
focused group discussion activities, printing and distribution of special bro-
chures were also organized.

5.2.2. Conducting Awareness Seminars

During April 2023, “awareness sessions” were organized in Ashti Camp
for women and girls in the camp. We also held an awareness session for
women and girls who participated in the sewing and beauty salon courses.
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Fifth: Raising the economic standard of women
(Displaced Persons in Sulaymaniyah Governorate, Ashti Camp)
in Arbat

|
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5.1. Project Summary

The project “Enhancing the Economic Status of Women (Displaced Per-
sons in Sulaymaniyah Governorate, Ashti Camp) in Arbat” began on March
1, 2023, and continued until December 31, 2023, as a livelihood project in
the Kurdistan Region. The project received good reception from beneficiar-
ies due to its good design and multiple services.

The process of selecting beneficiaries was primarily related to the loca-
tions where People’s Development Organization (PDO) has worked in dis-
placed persons camps. The project used “criteria” to select the most needy
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C. Psychosocial Support (PSS): During the reporting period, PDO was
able to conduct 20 group support sessions, 42 advocacy sessions, one ba-
zaar, and 8 Integrative Contemplative (IC) program sessions. The total num-
ber of beneficiaries of PSS services was 182 cases.

D. Patriarchy Program: A total of 70 men and boys in the target locations par-
ticipated in PDO’s patriarchy program throughout the project period, with the
aim of increasing awareness of ISIS survivors and enhancing skills for advocacy
through workshops on the content and implementation of Law No. (8) of 2021.

4.4. Awareness Meetings:

Specific awareness-raising was conducted throughout the reporting year,
targeting 727 people in PDQO’s coverage areas on topics such as stress man-
agement, early marriage, domestic violence, online harassment, sexual and
reproductive health, and suicide prevention.

4.5. Vocational Training:

During the reporting period, 79 women and girls participated in training
including sewing, handicrafts, bakery, art and technology skills. Vocation-
al training meetings allowed women and girls to pursue work opportunities
and secure sustainable livelihoods.

4.6. Small Businesses:

13 beneficiaries from previous and ongoing small projects for 2021 and
2022, as well as 26 new projects for 2024, were financially supported by
PDO to start and develop their businesses.
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crime survivors, which includes providing psychosocial support, trauma re-
lief services, as well as referrals to health, legal, and protection services.

4.3. Survivor Case Management:

During the reporting period, “People’s Development Organization” (PDO)
was able to identify and assess 81 new Gender-Based Violence (GBV) cas-
es in Khanke town, Khanke camp, Kbaratoo1, Kabartoo2, and Bajid Kanda-
la camps, including cases of domestic violence, resource deprivation, and
SGBV survivors.

A. Referrals: The total number of referrals made during the project period
reached 52 cases. Most individuals were directed to internal services such
as livelihood and psychological support.

B. Mental Health and Psychosocial Support Services (MHPSS): During the re-
porting period, PDO was able to identify and assess 58 new cases in the target
locations, with the support of a specialist, two social workers, and a group of
volunteers, most of whom were locally recommended by social workers. These
samples include those suffering from various disorders (severe depression, accu-
mulated depression, conversion hysteria, general anxiety, and severe depression).

a
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Ongoing efforts are in place to support the sustainable return and reintegra-
tion of Yazidis into their original communities within the broader framework of
transitional justice. Issues related to governance and legal authority in Shingal,
along with efforts to enhance security, stability, and access to basic services,
constitute key prerequisites for ensuring sustainable returns to Shingal.

Furthermore, fear and trauma associated with their ancestral area remain
for Yazidis. Many, especially youth, see migration as an alternative way for-
ward. In the absence of legal migration channels, many are forced to resort
to illegal migration methods.

4.2. Project Summary:

To empower women and girls to practice their independence and rights,
this project focuses on initiatives that increase women'’s capabilities and
decision-making. To achieve this, various strategies are employed, such as
enhancing women's advocacy skills at the grassroots level and communi-
ty-level advocacy initiatives. In addition to intensive initiatives that provide
women with information, tools, and opportunities for economic empower-
ment and skills development.

To improve a deeper understanding of gender norms and dynamics, the
project aims to strengthen relevant stakeholders, including local govern-
ment institutions, media actors, community leaders, activists, and local or-
ganizations, with gender sensitivity and awareness skills.

Furthermore, recognizing the immense trauma suffered by ISIS survivors,
particularly Yazidi women and girls, the project establishes a platform for
their active participation and allows them to engage in discussions about
the most effective ways to advance the implementation of Law No. (8) of
2021. At the same time, the initiative enhances the capabilities of ISIS crime
survivors and local activists (especially Yazidi activists) and advocates to
advocate at both local and national levels. The project anticipates that by
supporting the Survivors’ Law, it will help survivors achieve justice, recog-
nition, and closure; promote recovery; and provide them with the tools they
need to rebuild their lives with resilience and dignity.

The project has a Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) survivor-cen-
tered approach that provides comprehensive support and life-saving care.
This is implemented through case management for SGBV survivors and ISIS
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mation of a joint committee between the Federal Government of Iraq and
the Kurdistan Regional Government.

These obstacles have impeded positive developments in creating suitable
conditions for the return of displaced Yazidis. Before the ISIS conflict, Shin-
gal's economy relied heavily on agriculture, industry, and trade, but many of
these economic activities have stalled due to extensive infrastructure dam-
age. In Shingal, due to ISIS destruction and the war on terror, approximate-
ly 80% of public infrastructure and 70% of civilian houses were destroyed.

This destruction has created significant challenges for returning residents,
who now struggle with lack of basic services, suitable accommodation, hous-
ing, land and property (HLP) issues, and reduced livelihood opportunities.

The return situation in Shingal is unusually unstable, with 88% of return-
ees living in difficult conditions. This challenging environment not only af-
fects those who have returned but also hinders the prospects for other dis-
placed persons to return to the area.

Additionally, many families find themselves in secondary displacement,
having left their camps or out-of-camp locations in an attempt to secure
sustainable solutions in their areas of origin.

~
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pression during the Ottoman Empire and more recently among Sunni Mus-
lims (Jager, 2019). Their experiences of violence include 74 genocides
(Omarkhali, 2016). Yazidis call these genocidal attacks “Ferman,” a term for
edicts that legitimized violence against Yazidis during the Ottoman Empire.
The latest Ferman occurred in August 2014, when ISIS attacked the Yazidi
community in Shingal, northern Iraq (Jager, 2019).

The ISIS attack resulted in the killing and abduction of 9,900 Yazidis.
Thousands were killed, beheaded, or burned alive; many died from disease,
hunger, and thirst while trying to escape to Mount Shingal (Cetorelli et al.,
2017b). These atrocities reactivated collective memories of previous gen-
ocides, forcing 400,000 Yazidis to flee to border areas of the Kurdistan Re-
gion of Iraq (Dulz, 2016).

The displacement situation is difficult, with challenges in accessing wa-
ter, suitable housing, basic resources, and loss of legal documentation
causing continuous pressure (Millar and Warwick, 2019). For those wishing
to return to Shingal, the ongoing threat of violence continues. ISIS attacks
continued throughout 2019-2020. Many planted explosives still remain un-
collected among the destroyed infrastructure (UNMAS, 2019).

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is the most common mental
health condition recorded among Yazidis, with an estimated prevalence of
70-90% (Kizilhan and Noll-Hussong, 2020; Richa et al., 2020). Some suggest
that Yazidis suffer from complex PTSD due to long-term exposure to multi-
ple traumatic experiences (Hoffman et al., 2018).

The suicide rate and attempted suicide rate is high (Jaff, 2018; UNHCR,
2019), which may be significantly underestimated due to associated stig-
ma (United Nations, 2017). Self-immolation has been reported in response
to feelings of shame related to sexual violence (Médecins Sans Frontiéres,
2019). The online supplementary image S1 summarizes the interactions be-
tween multiple trauma exposures and their impact on the mental health of
Yazidi survivors.

In October 2020, both the Federal Government of Iraq and the Kurdistan
Regional Government officially confirmed the Shingal Agreement, aimed at
establishing effective governance and political institutions to facilitate the
sustainable return of displaced Yazidis. However, political disagreements
have hindered the allocation of funds for this process and prevented the for-
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Fourth: Enhancing Stability, Well-Being, and Resilience of
Women and Girls Over 15 Years Old conflict affected
communities in Iraq

Implementation Location: Duhok Governorate, Semele the villages/
camps/neighborhoods, Khanke, Khanke Camp, Chamishko, Bajid Kandala,
Kabarto Camp. Total participants and beneficiaries: 2,238 participants.

4.1. Introduction to the Situation of the Yazidi Community in
shingal:

Yazidis are a Kurdish religious group originating from the Kurdistan Re-
gion of Iraq, Syria, Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Armenia (Erdener, 2017). Due to
their minority status, they have suffered continuous marginalization and op-
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3.7.13. Producing two high-quality animations about sexually transmit-
ted diseases and family planning and publishing them on the organization's
social media network.

3.7.14. Conducting 2 seminars for high school students in Kalar city on
reproductive health and rights issues, with 58 students participating over 2
different working days.

3.7.15. Conducting 1 training session for social workers (education-
al counselors) of high schools in Kalar city on reproduc-
tive health and rights issues, with 34 ' staff
members trained for 3 days.

3.7.16. Conducting 1 training
session for staff at Kalar Ma-
ternity Hospital (Shera Naqib)
on the side effects of cesar-
ean section births, with 33
staff members trained for 2
days.

3.7.17. Conducting 1 train-
ing session for pregnant women
care center staff in Sulaymaniyah
city on the side effects of cesarean 5 =
section births, with 30 staff members par- » Lo
pating for 3 days.

3.7.18. Conducting a scientific study on cesarean section birth data,
causes, and factors behind this phenomenon, through analysis of official
data and information from the health sector in Sulaymaniyah city.

3.7.19. Conducting a training session on advocacy and reproductive
health and rights for young people in Sulaymaniyah city, with 32 young par-
ticipants attending the training for 3 days.
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3.7.8. Conducting 20 roundtables on reproductive health and rights is-
sues for youth in Sulaymaniyah city universities, institutes, and high schools,
with 330 participants over 20 different working days.

3.7.9. Conducting 40 seminars for youth in Sulaymaniyah city universi-
ties, institutes, and high schools on reproductive health and rights issues,
with 1,148 young participants trained over 40 different working days.

3.7.10. Conducting 24 seminars for youth in Sulaymaniyah city in sports
halls and gym halls on reproductive health and rights issues, with 651 young
participants taking part in trainings over 40 different working days.

3.7.11. Raising awareness among young men and women about repro-
ductive health and rights issues by conducting 12 online Zoom seminars
with 254 young participants.

3.7.12. Producing two high-quality videos about adolescence and youth
mental health and publishing them on the organization's social media net-
work.
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A. The sensitivity of reproductive health and rights issues.
B. School, institute, and university attendance boycotts in Sulaymaniyah
city and the Independent Garmian Administration.

3.7. Project Results and Achievements:

3.7.1. Preparation and copying of 4 brochures about adolescence, fami-
ly planning, sexually transmitted infections, and postpartum period. These
brochures were distributed to 15,000 young people, decision-makers, train-
ing participants, and pregnant women who visited maternity hospitals.

3.7.2. Conducting 2 training sessions for social workers (educational
counselors) of high schools in Sulaymaniyah city on reproductive health
and rights issues, with 52 social workers being trained for 6 days.

3.7.3. Conducting 2 training sessions for biology teachers in Sulaymani-
yah city high schools on reproductive health and rights issues, with 53 teach-
ers receiving training for 6 days.

3.7.4. Conducting 2 training sessions for religious leaders in Sulaymani-
yah city on reproductive health and rights issues, with 64 religious leaders
participating in training for 6 days.

3.7.5. Conducting 2 training sessions for civil society organization staff
on reproductive health and rights issues, with 65 staff members trained for
6 days.

3.7.6. Conducting 3 training sessions for pregnant women care center
staff on reproductive health and rights issues, with 65 staff members re-
ceiving training for 9 days.

3.7.7. Conducting 2 training sessions for nursing staff in maternity and
emergency hospitals on reproductive health and rights issues, with 65 staff
members trained for 6 days.
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women care centers). The total number of people who benefited from the
project is 17,934 individuals.

3.4. Project Objectives:

This project has three main objectives:

« Awareness about reproductive health and rights issues.

« Empowering decision-makers relevant parties with accurate informa-
tion about reproductive health and rights.

* Enabling youth to access accurate information about their general health
and reproductive health andrights in particular.

3.5. Project Implementation Location:
This project is implemented in Sulaymaniyah city center and Kalar district
in the Independent Garmian Administration.

3.6. Project Obstacles:

Due to the novelty of the project content and the absence of any neces-
sary awareness background, the project has faced challenges. Technical
aspects of the project have also not been without obstacles. The challeng-
es were as follows:




Third: (Masaruna) Reproductive Health and Rights Project

This is a comprehensive project that began in 2023 and is scheduled to
continue until August 2025. Within the framework of this project, intensive
and detailed awareness about reproductive health and rights is provided to
all segments of society in general, and youth, girls, and women in particular.

A total of 24 staff members directly and 19 staff members indirectly im-
plemented and worked on the project.

Within the framework of this project, services are provided to various seg-
ments of society including (youth, girls, women, university students, insti-
tute and high school students, biology teachers, school social workers, de-
cision-makers, religious teachers, staff of maternity hospitals and pregnant

83



Amendment Details Iragi Council of Representatives member "Raed Mali-
ki, affiliated with the Shiite Coordination Framework, submitted the amend-
ment proposal to the presidency of the Council of Representatives on July
24,2024, and the "Shiite Coordination Framework," which is the majority fac-
tion, supported it. The Council of Representatives gave it its first reading on
August 4, 2024. The amendment proposal makes Ja'fari jurisprudence the
basis for family formation and marriage for Shiites, and similarly, Sunni doc-
trines for Sunnis. It allows marriages to be conducted outside courts, and
the marriage age, which was set at 18 years in the 1959 law, has been re-
moved and replaced with the condition of "maturity” for girls, which paves
the way for forcing child girls into marriage.

In the Kurdistan Region and Iraq, women activists, civil society organiza-
tions, women's and human rights organizations, legal experts, political fig-
ures, intellectuals, and equality advocates worked together to reject the law.

Despite the wave of protests at local and international levels against the
draft law, unfortunately, the Council of Representatives, in its third session
of the first legislative term of the fourth legislative year of the fifth electoral
cycle, on Tuesday (January 21, 2025), approved the amendment.

Despite the approval of this amendment, activities against the implemen-
tation of the law continue, and there are calls for rejecting the amendment
and fixing the marriage age in the law.
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2.3.6. Alliance 188

A broad alliance of women activists and human rights advocates in the
Kurdistan Region and Iraqg, aiming to prevent the amendment of Iragi Law
No. (188) of 1959 and allowing the marriage of girls as young as 9 years old.

The alliance was announced on August 1, 2024, in Baghdad. In Sulay-
maniyah, "People’s Development Organization" formed a broad network to
unify efforts against the amendment of the law and the establishment of Is-
lamic jurisprudence, especially Ja'fari jurisprudence, instead of the law.
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their cases in court.

D. Project Activity Before announcing the Defend Defenders Network, in a
survey by "People’s Development Organization” conducted online via Goog-
le Forms with 46 activists and advocates participating, it was revealed that
the majority of participating advocates have faced one or more types of vi-
olence, as follows:

*+ 25.6% of advocates have faced death threats.

* 60.5% have faced accusations, defamation, threats, and insults.

* 15% have faced takfir (accusations of apostasy).

* 10% have been insulted from Mosque podiums.

* 6% have had complaints filed against them.

E. Securing a Communication Line For % Sida
advocates to reach the network, two mo-
bile contact numbers and an email have
been set up to record complaints,
which are:

07765126372

07517696598

Email: defenddefenders6é@gmail.
com

F. Project Continuity This project
will continue in 2025, with a psycholo-
gist and a lawyer dedicated to working on
the registered cases. Currently, the network has 20
members.

G. Working Mechanisms:

» Monitoring the situation of advocates and identifying all violations
against advocates that are published on social networks and media

* Following up on violations and recording them

« Verifying information and establishing communication to collect infor-
mation and evidence

* Preparing semi-annual and annual monitoring reports

* Publishing and announcing the content of reports in press conferenc-
es and disseminating them in public and private media

+ Sending the text of reports to relevant parties.
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edge-based activities, and familiarizing them with the principles of reading
and analyzing data and information and presenting their own views.

C. Project Areas: After receiving the necessary training, as part of the pro-
ject's practical component and to enhance the skill level of project partici-
pants, "People’s Development Organization" organized five open dialogues.

The five dialogues were: "Women and the Election Issue, Democracy: is it
Culture or System, Violence Against Women in the Workplace, The Impact
of Non-Governmental Schools on the Education Process, Women's Psycho-
logical Pressures Between Home and Outside Duties.

2.3.5. Establishing a Network for Defending Defenders:

A. Network Introduction A specialized network for defending those ad-
vocates who have dedicated their lives to defending and advocating for hu-
man rights, women's rights, children's rights, and the rights of social groups
in society, who face dangers, threats, harassment, and troubles because of
their advocacy work.

B. Project Idea Activists who defend victims of violence and domestic
gender oppression, at workplaces, and within society face both explicit and
hidden violence. Due to their involvement with violence cases and their vo-
cal defense, they face life-threatening dangers, death threats, silencing at-
tempts, harassment in their workplaces or public spaces, in addition to
intimidation and waves of insults and defamation through the internet, com-
munication devices, and social media. All these crimes have direct negative
impacts on their psychological state and their own and their families’ lives.
This project was created to address these types of violence and to protect
and defend these advocates.

C. Project Announcement On August 12, 2024, at the suggestion of Peo-
ple’s Development Organization, the network was established, and on De-
cember 5, 2024, in Sulaymaniyah, at a press conference, more details about
the network's operation were presented. Members of this network include a
number of women activists, civil society organizations, and equality advo-
cates who volunteer to collect information and data about advocates who
face violence. Through the network, efforts are made to solve their prob-
lems and provide necessary moral support, and a team of lawyers is ready
to take necessary legal measures to reclaim their rights and follow up on
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rights to education, health services, and a dignified life for their children.

The main goal is to find a legal solution for these children's cases, which
can be done by having the children carry their mother's full name, since their
father's identity remains unknown.

C. Project Content: Drafting a legal proposal to be submitted to the Ira-
gi Council of Representatives and working diligently towards passing a law
to resolve these children's cases and restore rights to mothers. A number
of civil society organizations, independent personalities, legal experts, and
women's activists have participated in the campaign. They have also widely
called for establishing this right on social media.

2.3.4. Women in Diverse Dialogues:

A. Project Idea: Due to the marginalization of women's voices in public
and private spheres of community life, "People’s Development Organization®
implemented the "Women in Diverse Dialogue" project as an effort to bring
women forward and develop their capabilities.

B. Project Training: Organizing and conducting a 10-day training for 15
female activists and personalities to develop their abilities and skills in man-
aging dialogue, organizing seminars, debates, panels, or any other knowl-
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Main Courses: Economics and women's power in the market, principles
of criticism, how to construct arguments, culture and social change, gender,
feminism, women's experiences in different societies.

2.3.3. My Name is My Mother's Name:

A. Project Idea Due to war and terrorism, many children have been de-
prived of civil identity cards and national ID cards because their fathers'iden-
tities are unknown. After many women were abducted by terrorist groups,
these children were born, but their fathers were killed among armed groups,
and the mothers know nothing about the true identity of these children's fa-
thers. According to Iraqgi National Card Law No. (3) of 2016, a child's name
is registered under the father's name. This has resulted in these children be-
ing deprived of national identity. This necessitated organizing a broad cam-
paign to advocate for the rights of these children and their mothers, which
has been ongoing since 2018.

B. Project Objective: Women who have been victims of violence and ter-
rorism and have been subjected to a process outside their will and became
pregnant, deserve to have their right to motherhood restored. These chil-
dren should be registered under their names so they can secure general
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reject the inequality and discrimination against women in Kurdistan Region
and Iraq.

2.3. Activities of this Project:

2.3.1. Developing a Three-Year Strategic Plan and Strengthening Or-
ganizational Policies:

One of the organization's most important projects was preparing a stra-
tegic plan for the next three years, which has been in development for more
than two years. The main objectives of the plan are:

* Establishing human rights and their reflection in various areas of com-
munity life.

* Achieving equality and deepening multilateral understanding of the
concept of equality.

+ Strengthening organizational policies and emphasizing problem-solv-
ing and facing challenges.

* Identifying shortcomings and obstacles and determining mechanisms
for solving problems.

2.3.2. Establishing an Academic Center for Women's Development:

This is one of the important projects aimed at developing the knowledge
level and general awareness about women's issues and the history of wom-
en's movements in different societies, and familiarizing women with the the-
oretical and practical principles for developing their skills in society. The
center serves as an academy providing learning, skills development, and
knowledge to activists and interested individuals.

Obijectives:

* Training women and familiarizing them with theoretical foundations of
women's issues.

+ Developing women's leadership abilities and advancing organizational
work.

* Raising awareness levels and knowledge development among women.

* Promoting research in the field of equality and preventing gender dis-
crimination.

« Strengthening women's ability to deal with problems they face in the
workplace and real life.
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Second: Empowering Civil Society to Promote Equality and Dem-
ocratic Sustainable Society in KRI

2.1. Basic Information:

e e b i e S

SULY M.I.C.E. CENTER

Project Name: Empowering Civil Society to Promote Equality and Demo-
cratic Sustainable Society in KRI.

Implementation Location: Kurdistan Region and Iraq.

Project Objective: Strengthening women'’s capacity to face challenges
and defend their rights and demands.

2.2. Introduction and Details:

This project is one of the important initiatives of “People’s Development
Organization,” implemented in cooperation with “Norwegian People’s Aid”
in the Kurdistan Region and Iraqg. As social and legal issues facing women
in society are increasing day by day; to address these challenges, we need
to strengthen women'’s capabilities and skills and create a broad network to
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1.3. Project Activities:
The project consisted of 3 main activities specified to training and enhanc-
ing leadership capacity among women, as follows:

1.3.1. First Activity:

Organizing a training in Erbil city, focused on women'’s leadership, with the
participation of 15 attendees including journalists, civil society organiza-
tion activists, political activists, and independent personalities. The topics
included democracy and women’s participation, campaigning and advoca-
cy, women’s capabilities and skills in media and communication, dialogue
and conflict resolution, and strengthening women’s economy.

1.3.2. Second and Third Activities:

Both activities were dedicated to Training of Trainers (TOT) in the cities of
Sulaymaniyah and Dohuk, with 15 employees from civil society organiza-
tions and women activists participating in each activity. The training top-
ics included media and pressure groups, women's participation in deci-
sion-making processes, communication, dialogue, discussion, language
and personality, body language, advocacy and campaigning, and women's
political participation.

(e 515)
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First: Project: “Lean in, Fostering women's leadership in Iraq”

1.1. Basic Information:

Project Name: “Lean in, fostering women'’s leadership in Iraq”

Project Duration: Six months (1/7/2023 to 31/1/2024)

Implementation Locations: Sulaymaniyah, Erbil, and Dohuk

Project Objective: Strengthening and building the capacity of women in
leadership positions.

Participants: In all three cities, 45 women personalities, activists, and civil
society organizations participated and benefited from the training content.

1.2. Introduction and Details:

This project is one of the important initiatives for building women'’s capacity
in management and leadership in society, especially in those positions and
roles that women have attained.

The project, under the name “SPW project,” received financial support from
the German organization (GIZ). It was implemented over six months in the
provinces of Sulaymaniyah, Erbil, and Dohuk.

s
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ducted numerous training courses and awareness sessions in Sulaymani-
yah city center, the Independent Garmian Administration Center - Kalar city,
Shingal district, and Bazian town within Sulaymaniyah Governorate, distrib-
uting thousands of brochures, banners, and awareness publications.
Another significant project of the organization was the creation of a net-
work dedicated to confronting the legal pressure placed on women in Iraq.
As a civil society organization, PDO was at the forefront of civil organiza-
tions in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region that raised their voices against the :
amendment of Law (188) of (1959) concerning personal status in Iraq, and - :
became a member of a national coalition to reject the law amendment. :
Taking into consideration the situation of advocates for human rights is-
sues, women, professional and fundamental rights of various segments of
society, and to prevent the pressures they face, PDO took the initiative to an-
nounce the Defenders of Advocates Network, to work more extensively to
protect the lives of advocates and provide them with psychological, legal,
and civil support. |

The organization has also opened an academic center dedicated to edu-
cating and developing the intellectual and knowledge capabilities of activ-
ists and those interested in advocacy issues, so that within a solid program,
women's skill levels and competencies can be enhanced, enabling women
to become scientifically familiar with the theoretical and practical fields re-
lated to advocating for their rights through an academy.

This report presents a summary and necessary details regarding all pro- :
jects implemented during the two-year period (2023-2024). The total num- :
ber of beneficiaries from all the organization's projects was 3,634 people. :
We hope for better work and continuous efforts from all parties to advance
the issue of establishing rights and equality in society.
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People's Development Organization (PDO), as one of the most effective civil
society organizations, has continuously worked through its diverse projects
and activities, in partnership and cooperation with local and international
organizations, to build the personality of Kurdish women on onge hand and
to combat violence on the other hand, despite social, financial, and techni-
cal obstacles. ‘ i
Although the organization's scope of work is broad at the community lev-
el, it has consistently viewed the situation of women with importance and
worked for the development and advancement of women's capabilities and
activists in the fields of human rights, women's rights, children'’s rights, work-
ers' rights, and various segments of society. :

The organization has also implemented projects specifically aimed at de-
veloping the capabilities and skills of women and youth in society, giving
special attention to those women and youth who were most affected in are-
as damaged by the war on terror, particularly in the Shingal community and
displaced persons camps within Sulaymaniyah Governorate's borders.
The main objective of these projects has been to provide civic services
to victims of violence, especially women, children, and young survivors of
crimes committed by the terrorist organization "Islamic State in Iraq and
Syria," known as "ISIS." Among the most prominent projects were the inten-
sive and multidimensional training programs organized in the Ashti Camp
for displaced persons in Arbat town and in the Yazidi community of Shin-
gal, which benefited hundreds of activists, WOmen, and young victims of vi-
olence. W b
Additionally, in terms of disseminating public awareness about gender
rights, human rights, and how to address psychological, social, economic,
and societal challenges, the People's Development Organization has con-
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Finance and economics, as part of the resource
management for organizational work and as an important
foundation for carrying out activities in projects, fulfill the
objective of organizational work provided that they are
used in a proper and scientific manner and are restructured
to serve the target groups for which the projects are built.
The results obtained from annual audit assessments for
financial aspects and accounting management within
the framework of projects have been the driving force
for improving and advancing our work at People’s
Development Organization, with the aim of implementing
projects in an organized manner and delivering services
equally and fairly to target groups in society.

Currently, civil society organizations are an absolute
necessity for protecting and developing the structure of
society, based on the situation that exists in the Kurdistan
Region regarding issues of women and youth in terms of
social, religious, and economic culture. :

" Therefore, People’s DéVeIopment Organization, through

writing organizational strategy, has given greater
importance to the fields of peace-building, coexistence, civic
projects, and cooperation with government institutions
such as education departmenfs and universities. This is
because it aims to practically portray the role of civil
society'organizations through implen’ienting and carrying
out various projects and activities, without discrimination
between groups, locations, and nationalities, and by
providing opportunities for participation in the Kurdistan
Region.
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People's Development Organization has grown year by
year and has a wide scope in the field of organizational
work and advocacy for human issues in general and the
rights of women and youth in particular.

In today's Kurdistan Region, PDO has been able to meet
the current demands of society, through collective work and
coordination with relevant organizations and institutions,
despite the existence of obstacles and problems.

| am happy to continue with the People's Development
Organization, where we have worked on several important
and influential projects. | thank all my colleagues for
advancing the vision, message, and achieving the goals
and implementing the tasks of the organization...

The existence of civil society organizations is another
force that can be harnessed for upholding human rights,
restoring value to respecting differences, and bringing
forward individuals who have been marginalized for
whatever reason. Emphasizing the power of collective
work is one of the principles of organizational functioning,
and through this path, significant change can be achieved.
All of these efforts are aimed at establishing a strong civil
society and independent individuals. :

Currently in the Kurdistan Region, the need for a strong
civil society is more important than ever, especially one
that is built on the basis of citizenship and human rights.
Civil society organizations play an important role in
defending human rights, particularly women's rights. In
this field, People’s Development Organization is one of the
leading organizations that provides psychological, social,
legal, and civic services for women and youth, regardless
of their social or religious circumstances. Additionally,
this organization is at the forefront of confronting social
violence, and its activities have their own impact at both
organizational and academic levels.

Hoping that People’'s Development Organization (PDO)
continues to be strong in its work to counter all types of
social injustice in the Kurdistan Region
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